COM 1510/1520/2510/2520/2901

JOURNALISM PRACTICUM/SUPERVISED PUBLICATION WORK

FALL 2003

1 Credit Hour

I.
INSTRUCTOR:  


Staff Title



Office: 



Email:



Office Phone:   (423) 472-7141, ext.



    1-800-604-2722, ext.


Office Hours:


II.
TEXT:


Harrower, Tim.  The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook, 3rd ed. Madison, 



Wisconsin: Brown & Benchmark, 1995.

III.
OVERVIEW:  

The goal of the Communication requirement is to enhance the effective use of the English language essential to students' success in school and in the world by way of learning to read and listen critically and to write and speak thoughtfully, clearly, coherently, and persuasively. Focus will be on the

following objectives:

A.
Introduction to rhetorical features such as situation, audience, purpose, and diversity of positions as they relate to public communication (General Education Goal 1).

B.
Practice in topic selection and development of supporting evidence and

proof aimed at achieving a specific goal (General Education Goal 2).

C.
Mastery of rhetorical strategies for developing topics based on


the journalist’s purpose and topic including organizational patterns and


research skills (General Education Goal 3).

D. Engagement in the full process of journalistic production (newspaper) 

from invention to delivery, including the revision process (General Education Goal 4).

E. Provision of a forum that allows discussion and presentation of ideas 

as well as submission of written articles/assignments with a

focus on correct language usage and delivery (General Education 

Goal 5).

F.
Attention to research sources and documentation procedures related to developing rhetorical outcomes including informative, persuasive, policy, and advertising formats (General Education Goal 6).

G.   Investigation of critical thinking skills related to soundness of evidence,     reasoning, and ethics (General Education Goal 7).

IV.
LEARNING OUTCOMES: The student completing Journalism Practicum will demonstrate the ability to


A.    Analyze and evaluate oral and/or written communication by listening, 

reading critically for, and developing elements that reflect an awareness of situation, audience, purpose, and diverse points of view (General Education Goal 1).


B. 
Distill a primary purpose or assignment into a single, compelling statement and order and develop major points and proof in a reasonable and convincing manner based on that purpose (General Education 

  
Goal 2).

C.
Develop appropriate rhetorical patterns (i.e. informative, persuasive, policy, advertising) and other special functions (i.e. research, interviewing, photography, graphics, and design formats) involved in journalistic publication from process to product (General Education 


Goal 3).

D. Understand that journalistic writing processes include procedures such 

as planning, organizing, composing, revising, and editing (General Education Goal 4).

E.
Submit written articles and oral discussion of ideas that employ correct diction, syntax, usage, grammar, mechanics, graphics, and design where applicable (General Education Goal 5).

F.
Manage and coordinate basic information gathered from multiple sources for the purposes of problem solving and decision-making (General Education Goal 6).

G.
Recognize the use of evidence, analysis, and persuasive strategies including basic distinctions among opinions, facts, and inferences. (General Education Goal 7).

V.
ASSESSMENTS: Learning outcomes will be assessed through the following 


methods

A.
Students will complete at least 3 articles/assignments per issue (3 issues per semester) for the student newspaper The Cherokee Signal (General Education Goals 1-7).

B.   Students will independently (with minimal assistance) format their

articles/assignments using a desktop publishing program for at least two of the issues of the student newspaper each semester (General Education Goals 1-7).

C.
Students will participate in at least one paste-up session for final printing of the student newspaper per semester (General Education Goal 4).


D.
Students will incorporate some variation in assignment options over the semester, focusing on at least two areas of skill development. These options for skill development may include activities such as a theme-based column, coverage of student activities and clubs, coverage of campus and community events, interviews with key individuals, fiction/poetry writing, news and research reporting, photography, or advertising (General Education Goals 1-7).

E.
Students will review theoretical components of journalistic publication by submitting a typed 3-5 page summary of a chapter from the text (General Education Goals 1-7).

VI.
EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES:

Each instructor will determine the weight and content of each assignment and will determine the grade scale for their section. The semester grade will be comprised of the following required assignments:

A. A combination of at least 9 articles/photographic series/ads (3 per issue)

published in The Cherokee Signal incorporating at least two skill development forms (i.e. theme-based column, coverage of student activities and clubs, coverage of campus and community events, interviews with key individuals, fiction/poetry writing, news and research reporting, photography, or advertising).

B. Independent writing and formatting (with minimal assistance) of at least six of the nine required assignments over the semester using a desktop publishing program for publication in The Cherokee Signal. 

C. Attendance to at least one paste-up session per semester before printing 


of the student newspaper.

D. Instructor evaluation of quality/content/independent direction in participation of production of the student newspaper, including timeliness of meeting deadlines, formatting, and diversity of skill development forms.

E. Submission of a typed 3-5 page summary of a chapter from the text.

VII.
ATTENDANCE/MAKEUP POLICY:

A.
Attendance/Make-ups:  Each instructor will have a policy addressing attendance, tardiness, make-ups, and late assignments.

B.   Children in the Classroom:  CLSCC Policy states that "children may not     accompany adults into classrooms, offices or other work spaces as a  

baby-sitting function nor be left unsupervised in the halls or grounds of the college."

VIII.
DISABILITY:

If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accomodations to complete assigned course work (such as modifications in testing, readers, special equipment, etc.) you must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester. Disability Support is located in the Office of Student Development and Testing (U118, phone 423-478-6217 or 423-472-7141). 

IX.
WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION:

The last day to withdraw from this course is  




 .

X.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class. Such proper behavior includes academic honesty, civility and respect for others and private property. Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.

XI.
OTHER:

