DSPS0800 – LEARNING STRATEGIES

I.  Instructor:




Office:
 







E-mail: 










Phone:  







Office Hours: 

II.  Text:

Roadways to Success by James C. Williamson, Debra A. McCandrew, and

Charles T. Muse.  2nd edition.  Prentice Hall.

III.  Course Overview:

This is a general information preparation course. It is intended to provide the student an opportunity to further develop academic skills, life management skills, etc. and to become familiar with Cleveland State’s campus and resources.  Some of the major topics include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Time Management

2. Stress Management

3. Goal-Setting

4. Basic Study Strategies, including Test Taking and Note Taking

5.   CSCC Campus Resources and Activities

6. GPA Calculation

7. Fears & Questions

8. Career Exploration 

IV.  Learning Outcomes:

As a result of the activities and study in this course, the student should have:

1. become familiarized with CSCC resources and policies.

2. explored various academic and extracurricular activities.

3. completed self-reflection assignments and the development of personal goals.

4. participated in activities which would encourage the acceptance and appreciation of diversity.

5. participated in activities to help develop creativity and self-esteem.

6. formulated and applied successful time management, stress management, and study skill techniques to their life.

7. enhanced their communication skills through peer interaction and

teamwork.

8. improved their listening skills within the classroom setting, as well

as in all aspects of their life.

9. examined various areas that they might be interested in choosing as

a career field in order to take another step towards determining their 

      specific career choice.

V.  Assessments:

Learning Outcomes will be assessed through the following methods:

1. Pop quizzes 

2. Chapter or unit tests

3. “Learning Strategies” notebook and assignments 

4. The rate of improvement shown on a departmentally developed

         pre/post test. 

VI.  Evaluation and Grading Procedures: 


Methods of Evaluation: 


Attendance/participation



30% of the final grade




Assignments





40% of the final grade



Quizzes/Tests





20% of the final grade



Notebook





10% of the final grade

Grading Scale:

90-100  = A





80-89    = B





70-79    = C

 0-69     = F

Grading Information:

Attendance/Participation – 

Class begins at the time specified in this syllabus.  If a student is tardy two times it will count as one absence.  A tardy is considered to be coming to class after attendance has been taken or leaving class early without the instructor’s permission.


Assignments – 



All work is to be neatly handwritten or typed.  Please do not write your


responses in the textbook.  Assignments will be turned in to the instructor and/or 

placed in your class notebook.  All assignments are to be kept in a 2-inch 3-ring notebook.  This notebook should hold only information for this class.  

Unless otherwise arranged, make up work must be turned in to the instructor no later than one week past the original due date.  Some work is in-class only and cannot be made up.  Work turned in past the due date will loose 5 points per class period.

Quizzes/Tests – 


Pop quizzes and tests will be given during the semester covering

reading assignments, discussions, guest speakers, etc.  If a student was absent

on a test day, they should notify the instructor to make alternate arrangements.

(There will be no pop quizzes during independent study.)

Notebook – 


Periodically, the “Learning Strategies” notebook will be examined.  The grades will be based on the inclusion and organization of all work/notes filed carefully with the appropriately related chapter/unit heading as described by the instructor.

*Bonus points can be earned.  Students can earn these for attending campus sponsored events, special topic workshops, student meetings, etc.  The instructor has the right to use their discretion when determining the bonus point options.

VII.  Attendance Policy: 

Realizing that student success in college is largely dependent upon attending class, it is imperative that you attend and participate in class. There is no such thing as an excused absence except those that have been designated by the CSCC College catalog.  If it is necessary to be absent you must contact your instructor to determine whether it will be possible to makeup any of the missed assignments.

VIII.   Disability Statement:

If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations to complete assigned course work (such as modifications in testing, readers, special equipment, etc.) you must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester. Disability Support is located in the Office of Student Development and Testing (U118, (423) 478-6217 or 

472-7141).

IX.   Withdrawal Information: 

If a student decides not to return to class or to drop out of school, it is the responsibility of that student to withdraw from the course.  If this action is not taken before the last day to withdraw, and the name of the student appears on the grade roster at the end of the term, a grade of “F” will be recorded.  The last day for withdrawal from this class during the current semester is _____________.

X.   Academic Integrity:    

  
Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class.  Such proper behavior includes academic honesty, civility, and respect for others and private property.  Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.

XI.  Other:    


Teaching Methods: 

 The teaching methods for the instruction of this course include, but are not limited to:

1. Brief Lectures

2. Group Discussions

3. Guest Speakers

4. Facility Tours

5. Workshops

6. Class Assignments

7. Video Presentations

                              Additional Contact Information:

