HUM 1070/REL 1070 - Old Testament Survey
Cleveland State Community College
 
Three Credit Hours

I. INSTRUCTOR:
Name; Office/Office Hours; Phone; E-mail

II. TEXT:
Harris and Platzner. The Old Testament: An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. McGraw-Hill, 2003.

III. COURSE OVERVIEW: 

A. Course Description
Geographical, historical, political, literary and cultural background of the Old Testament, development of the Hebrew canon; an overview of the Law, Prophets, and Writings.

B. Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Practice the historical-critical method of Biblical interpretation. [Meets General Education Outcome # 6 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

2. Frame a comparative context through which different interpretations of Biblical passages have been influenced by theological differences, church doctrinal positions, and religious values. [Meets General Education Outcome # 4 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

3. Analyze significant passages of the Old Testament in light of the cultural, historical, political and social influences at the time of writing. [Meets General Education Outcomes # 1 and 2 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

4. Explore the ways global/cultural diversity has influenced Biblical. interpretation. [Meets General Education Outcome # 3 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

5. Recognize the ways that Biblical linguistic research and archaeological evidence have changed some Old Testament passage interpretation while at the same time reinforced the traditional interpretation of other passages. [Meets General Education Outcome # 5 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

6. Recognize the important role that the nation of Israel plays internationally based on the historical perspective of the nation's creation offered in the Old Testament. [Meets General Education Outcome # 4 for Humanities/Fine Arts]

7. Gain a chronological and geographical perspective of Old Testament times.

Page 2

IV. LEARNING OUTCOMES:

At the end of this semester, students will demonstrate the ability to:

1. Describe the four basic literary sections of the Old Testament end list the books in each section.

2. State the theme(s) of most of the Old Testament books and describe their content according to their major literary sections.

3. Place the Old Testament patriarchs, kings and prophets into a particular century and historical context.

4. Locate important countries and cities on a map of the ancient Near East.

 5. Summarize the history of Israel contained in the New Testament. 

V. ASSESSMENTS:

Learning outcomes will be assessed through the following methods:

	
	Pre and Post examinations

Regular chapter examinations

Completion of study guides
	

	VI.
	EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES:

	Regular chapter exams
	80%

	Post exam
	10%

	Class Attendance and Participation
	10%

	
	100%

	Grading Scale:
	

	A
	90-95

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F
	< 60




VII. ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend all class meetings and actively engage in the class discussion. Attendance and class participation will count for 10% of the final course grade.
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VIII. DISABILITY STATEMENT:

If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations to complete assigned course work [such as modifications in testing, readers, special equipment, etc.] you must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester. Disability support is located in the office of Student Development & Testing [Room 118, George L. Mathis Student Center]. The phone number is [423] 478 -6217.

IX. WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION:

October [Date]
Last day to withdraw from the course 

X. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:

Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class. Such proper behavior includes academic honesty,

civility and respect for others and private property. Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.

XI. 0THER:
