ETHICS

HUM 1010

Master Syllabus

I. INSTRUCTOR:

David C. Suttles

H119G

423.472.7141, ext. 375

FAX  423.472.6249

dsuttles@clevelandstatecc.edu
Office hours are posted on my office door.

II. TEXT:

ETHICS IN AMERICA STUDY GUIDE, edited by Lisa Newton, CPB & Columbia University, 1989.


ETHICS IN AMERICA SOURCE READER, edited by Lisa Newton, CPB & Columbia University, 1989.

III. COURSE OVERVIEW:

This is a "telecourse", a college-level course that includes television presentations as an integral part of the course material -- not just as entertainment. The subject is "ethics", specifically ethics in the public and professional context of late twentieth-century America. In taking this course, you will have the opportunity:


- to read, in your SOURCE READER, essays on the fundamental moral concepts of our shared lives, written by philosophers through all our history, from ancient Greece and Palestine to the present time;


- to watch no-holds-barred debates on the application of those concepts in business, government, the professions, and private life;


- to join the debate yourself, through the papers you write on those concepts;


- to reflect on the whole conversation, including the views of all participants from Plato through the television panelists to yourself(your STUDY GUIDE should help you do this);


- to understand the place that moral reasoning has in our lives.

IV. LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Students will domonstrate the ability to…

· explain the ways in which humanistic and/or artistic expression throughout the ages expresses the culture and values of its time and place,

· explore biological/cultural diversity,

· frame a comparative context through which they can critically assess the ideas, forces, and values that have created the modern world,

· practice the critical and analytical methodologies of the Humanities and/or Fine Arts.

V. ASSESSMENTS:

Learning outcomes will be assessed through five assigned papers covering the material assigned from the videotapes and the chapters in the books. The quality of the defense is the basis of grades. Therefore, grammar will play a part in the overall grade.

VI. EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES:

All papers must be completed prior to the beginning of final exam week. Finals received after December 6 will not be graded. Also, late papers during the term will have ten-points deducted.


To complete this course successfully, you are obligated to complete the following assignments:

1.
Read all the materials assigned for this course, including:


- The SOURCE READER. (Be prepared to refer back to it as the course progresses. Questions and summaries in each chapter of the STUDY GUIDE will refer you to the appropriate selections in the READER);


- The first two STUDY GUIDE chapters. (Familiarize yourself with the terminology and the traditions);


- The remaining STUDY GUIDE chapters  before and after you watch the accompanying program on television. First, you will write a 500-word essay explaining in detail your concept of the topic. The topics correspond to chapters 3-13 in the STUDY GUIDE. Next you will watch the videotaped program that corresponds to that chapter. You will then write another 250-word paper arguing the merits of the panelists’ opinions. Remember, the grade is based on the quality of your arguments.


You will repeat this exercise for only the five chapters identified below(i.e., 5 papers @ 750-words each).

The papers must be mailed, hand delivered or faxed to me. They can be mailed (David Suttles, P.O. Box 3570, Cleveland State Community College, Cleveland, TN 37320-3570), delivered to my office, located on the first floor of the humanities building(H119G--feel free to place them in the bin on the outside of my office door), or faxed to me at (423)478-6255. OTHER FACULTY OR STAFF MEMBERS CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR FORWARDING YOUR PAPERS.

Due:

Sept. 4

Paper # 1 over video # 1 only/ch 3 in Study Guide

Sept. 18

Paper # 2 over video # 2 only/ch 4 in Study Guide

Oct. 2


Paper # 3 over video # 5 only/ch7 in Study Guide

Oct. 23

Paper # 4 over video # 7 only/ch 9 in Study Guide

Nov. 13

Paper # 5 over video # 9 only/ch 11in Study Guide

You must complete all work by the beginning of final exam week. You may complete the course early.

If I have not received the first two papers by September 18, it will be assumed you have elected not to take the course. Even if received by this date, they will still be considered late and points will be deducted. The first two papers will not be accepted after that date. Therefore, you should withdraw. 

Paper # 1 - 5


100 each

A

95-100

B

85-94

C

75-84

D

65-74

F

< 65

VII. ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Since this is a video course, attendance is not required. It is imperative that all papers arrive in a timely manner, so points will be deducted for late papers. Also, make note of the date past which the first two papers will not be accepted.

VIII. DISABILITY STATEMENT:

If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations to complete assigned course work (such as modifications in testing, readers, special equipment, etc.) you must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester. Disability Support is located in the Office of Student Development & Testing (U118, 423.478.6217 or 423.472.7141).

IX. WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION:

Note the drop deadline for the term, located in the front of the college catalog.

X. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class. Such behavior includes academic honesty, civility and respect for others and private property. Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.

XI. OTHER:

All videotapes are available in the library. Regular checkout is for two days. One renewal is accepted by phone. Evening students or others who attend classes on campus once a week will have a one-week checkout. In approved cases, videotapes will be mailed in pairs for a two-week checkout period. No more than two videotapes can be checked out at a time. Reservations for tapes can be made by calling the library.


Please take care of the tapes. Don’t leave them in hot cars or near magnets.

Assignments will be returned to you as quickly as possible. They may be picked up from the bin on the outside of my office door or, if you live outside of Bradley County, they can be mailed to you. You must note your address on EVERY paper that is to be mailed to you.

Put your LOCAL address and telephone number on papers you want mailed back to you. Remember to notify me of any changes in your telephone or address during the term.

My office hours are incomplete at this time, but feel free to call me at 472-7141, ext. 375, any time between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. I may not be available, but leave your message and I will get back to you as soon as possible. I also have an answering machine on my home telephone, 472-7840, so feel free to call me there.

I have attempted to make this course challenging while depending upon your maturity to insure that this experience is beneficial. Since I assume that no course is perfect, feel free to point out any flaws as the term progresses.

